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Subject: Amicus Brief on “Justice Policy” Charter Amendment Special Election on May 6, 2023 Ballot 
 

 

Executive Summary 

 

On February 24, 2023, the San Antonio Family Association attorney, Dennis J. Drouillard filed a Friend of the 

Court, Amicus Brief to the Supreme Court of Texas. 

 

The Amicus Brief points out that the City of San Antonio (CoSA) failed to meet the Texas Election Code 

requirements for placing the so-called “Justice Policy” on the May 6th Ballot as a Special Election. 

 

The unjust “Justice Policy” should not be on the May 6 ballot as the CoSA failed its legal duty. Moreover, the City 

should not comply with criminality. SAFA will educate and make an argument to uphold the rule of law even if 

CoSA won’t. 

 

As a Friend of the Court, SAFA points out in its Amicus Brief to the Supreme Court of Texas that the City of San 

Antonio: 

 

1. Failed to order the Special Election timely. On Feb. 16, the San Antonio City Council did not get the 8 vote 

minimum requirement to make the effective date of the Special Election ordinance approved immediate. Only 7 

affirmative votes approved the Charter Amendment Special Election. Only Mayor Ron Nirenberg and City 

Councilmen Districts 1-6 voted for Agenda Item 20, ordinance approving the Special Election of the “Justice 

Policy” Charter Amendment Ballot Measure to join onto the next Regular Municipal Election. District 7 

Councilwoman had resigned prior to the vote and no replacement has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Councilmen Manny Pelaez, District 8, John Courage, District 9, and Clayton Perry, District 10, walked the vote and 

were considered ABSENT. Therefore, the vote was 7-0-3 and the plain English of the San Antonio City Charter 

states that the effective date of the less than eight (8) vote affirmed ordinance becomes effective 10 days after the 

vote on February 26th. Consequently, CoSA missed the Texas Election Code 78-day rule approval before the May 

6th election to put it on the May 6 ballot. 

 

2. Failed to meet the signature threshold for more than one (1) petition as this "Justice Policy" is not a 

single-issue petition but a mixed bag of log-rolled issues. ACT4SA and Ground Game Texas collected 

approximately 22,400 valid petition signatures which is more than enough for one (1) single-issue charter 

amendment but it is not enough for six (6) issues to be included on the ballot. The plain English of the Texas Local 

Government Code mandates that ballot measures must be single-issue. 

 

See more details in the official Amicus Brief filing on the following pages. 
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Read more at https://SanAntonioFamilyAssociation.com/prop. 
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